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« Fear not; for behold, I bring vou good tidings of great joy, which shall be ‘o all people.” 
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vat Hrnav. fears upon you? because when he called (being 
so full of yourselves and your own activily) none 
did answer ; when he spake, ye did not hear; but 
in this way do ye not continae to do evil before 
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‘vom the Report of the Trustees of lhe Massa- 


husetis Missionary Society, page 4, with remarks 


i. (Continued fom pase 51) | his eyes, in pretence of doing good, and continue 

; j ia oe to choose that in which he delighteth not.” 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.| and ave not the woes pronounced by the pro 
: even anto this day, asin the days of the apos- phet against revolting Israel justly applicable to 
. when Moses is read, the vail is upon their) phe self-righteous, backsliding, and will-wersliip- 
t. Nevertheless, when it (the heart) shall ping of the present day >—* We unto you that de- 


i 


wn unto the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. | <ire the day of the Lord! To what end is it for 
by the same parity of reasoning, when the heart you? The day of the Lord is darkness, and not 
xot turned unto the Lord, it is veiled in dark- fight. As if a man did flee from a lion, and a bear 
jufet him; or went into the house, and leaned his 
: it conclusive evidence, that because a man \ hand on the wall, and a serpent bit him. Shail 
turned his mind to the study of nataral theo- aot the day of the Lord be darkness, and not 
aud is as pertect in this seience as mortals ight? even very dark, and no brightness in it.” 
be, that his heart is turned unto the Lord ?| (fo those who are wilfully blind by their own ac- 


in 
Certainly not, unless theology is God. God is a| tivity.) 
Spirit, and as he cannot be worshipped but in spi-| “I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not 
rit, so neither can he be known, and the heart! geil in your solemn assemblies. Though ye of- 
turned to him but by the intluence of his Spirit.|fer me burnt-offerings and your meat-offerings, I 
The Scriptures nowhere -tyle themselves the spi-| will pot accept them, neither will [ regard the 
i; but Christ says ef them, “ Seareh the Scrip- peace-offerings of you fat beasts. Take thou away 
wes, for in them ve think ye have eternal life ;|from me the noise of thy songs; for I will not 
and they are they which testify of me. Ye will) ear the ielody of thy viols.” 
not come to me that ye might have life.” John vy.) « Hear this, (ye that go on missionary errands 
wo, 40. And again, vi. 63. be saifh, “It is the) hy man’s appointment) O ye that swallow up the 
Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing.| »eedy, even to make the poor of the land to fail, 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, saying, When will the new moon be gone, that we 
and they are life.’ Not My words in the Serip- may sell corn? and the sabbath, that we may set 
tures shall be spirit and life, but, M§ words in the! forth wheat, making the epha small, and the she- 
soul are spirit and life to the soul; because it is kel great, and falsifying the balances by deceit ? 
he soul that, through the influence of my Spirit,! That we may buy the poor for silver and gold, 
is made alive unto God, and a partaker of his! and the needy for a pair of shoes ?” 
Divine nature ; liberated from the bondage of cor. Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberiy 
iption—and therefore it is, where the Spirit af Not to assume the appearance of Gospel light and 
the Lord presides in the soul, there is liberty — authority for the chief seats in the synagoguess 
What liberty? Not to go on in its own will and | greetings of the populace, nor for any selfish in- 
wisdom—preach, sing, and pray, or call others to terested motives. Foe will not the same woes 
it—this would be rejecting his word in the soul,! which were pronounced against the seribes, Pha- 
and go on in will worship. Nay verily, this would | risees, and hypocrites, be justly due to these? Of 
be a mock worship, and worse than none. And! them Christ said, “ All their works they do to be 
how much this is the case with all professing seen of men; they make broad their pbylacteries, 
Christians, T leave it to them to determine who | and enlarge the borders of their garments, and 
are in the practice of it. Who has required such |love the uppermost rooms at feasts, &c. But we 
devotion at your hand? Is it not such as the pro-j unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 
phet Isaiah exclaims against, saying, “ [le that kill-| ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men . 
eth an ox, as if he slew a man: hé that sacrificeth| for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye 
a lamb, as if he cut off a dog’s neck: be that offer-|them that are entering to goin. Wo unto you, 
eth an oblation, as if he offered swine’s blood ;| scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour 
he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol. | widows’ houses, and for pretence make long pray- 
Yea, they have chosen their own ways, and their] ers; therefore ye shall receive the greater damna- 
soul delighteth in their abominations. And will|tion. Wo unto you, scribes aod Pharisees! for 
rot the Lord choose your delusions, and bring} ye compass sea and land to make one proselytey 
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and when he is made, ye make him twofold more professors of every denomination, we are x 


the child of hell than yourselves. " | Christians, nor have we a right to the name. py 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is Iiberty,| if we persist in going forth in the work and sery\, 
Not to abuse* the bounties of Heaven, as spo-| of the Lord, whether in private circles or in con 
ken by the prophet Ezckiel! of the house of Israel, | spicuous stations in the church, without this Spirit 
saying, “I decked thee also with ornaments, and} we are enemies of God, and destroyers of \j\: 
I put bracelets upon thine hands, and a chain upon church—we coustitute a harlot,similar to the hous 
thy neck ; and I put a jewel upon thy forehead, | of Israel above described. By trusting in our owp 
and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful crown) beauty and renown, which was perfect throug), 
upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with | the comeliness of the Lord's Spirit in us; and yo. 
gold and silver ; and thy raiment was of fine lineu, ing forth in the show of religion, instead of the 
and silk, and broidered work ; thou didst eat fine | genuine spirit of it; and cur exertions and inty 
flour, and honey, and oil, and thou wast exceeding | ence to increase our numbers in this spurious S| 
beautiful, and thou didst prosper into a kingdom. | rit, is hiring others to commit adultery with us— 
And thy renown went forth among the heathen! And the great plan ye have adopted to christianiz 
for thy beauty; for it was perfect through my | from sea to sea, and from the rivers to the ends 0! 
eomeliness, which I had put upon thee, saith the}{the earth, by Missionaries and Bible Societies, 
Lord God. But thou didst trust in thy own beau-| aside from the Spirit of Christ, constitutes your 
ty, and playedst the harlot, because of thy renown,| eminent place, (or brothel house,) into which all 
and pouredst out thy fornications on every ove | are invited, both professors and non-professors, to 
that passed by ; his it was. And of thy garments | carry on adultery of the worst kind, and upon the 
thou didst take, and deckedst thy high places with | most extensive scale. 
divers colours, and playedst the harlot there-| Look at it, Missionaries, and members of Bible 
upon.” Societies. What was it that organized this plan, 
“ And it came to pass after all thy wickedness, | and put it in operation? 1 know ye are ready t» 
(wo, wo unto thee! saith the Lord God,) that thou| answer, The love of God, and the good of soul: 
hast also built unto thee an eminent place, and | If this was the case, would ye not have gone fort! 
hast made thee an high place in every street. How | simply in it, as the apostles did, without purse or 
weak is thine heart, saith the Lord God, seeing | serip ? 
thou doest all these things, the work of an impe- 
rious whorish woman ; in that thou buildest thine |** No purse nor scrip take with thee, ro staff nor 
eminent place in the head of every way, and ma- | change of dress, 
kest thine high place in every street ; and hast not} 1 only can equip thee, I'm thy alone success ; 
been as an harlot, in that thou scornest hire; But | Look not again behind thee, turn not to right nv 
as a wife that committeth adultery, which taketh left, 
strangers instead of her husband! ‘They give gifts} Straight forward bend thy journey, the rock sha 
te all whores: but thou givest thy gifts to all thy | then be cleft 
lovers, and hirest them, that they may come unto! Among the rocks and mountains, and through the 
thee on every side for thy whoredom.” seas Pf make 
“Wherefore, O barlot, hear the word of the! A smooth and easy passage, for my Anointed’s 
Lord: I will judge thee as women that break wed- sake. 
lock and shed blood are judged; and I will give!) The work is great, wppeinted by me, my son, for 
thee blood in fury and jealousy. And I will also} thee, 
give thee into the hand of thy lovers, and they, And thon shalt be anointed for this great work by 
shall throw down thine eminent place, and shall | me 
break down thy high places : they shall strip thee | Through every strait Pll lead thee, wherever TE shail 
also of thy clothes, and shall take thy fair jewels, | send, 
and leave thee naked and bare. ‘They shall also | With bread of life Pl feed thee, uatil thy journey’s 
bring up a company against thee, and they shall end 
stone thee with stones, and thrust thee through | And whet thy work is finish’d, and death has set 
with their swords. And they shall burn thine hou-| thee tree, 
ses with fire, and execute judgments upon thee in| Poglory Fil rece ive thee, toreignin life with me.” 
the sight of many women: and I will cause thee | 
to cease from playing the harlot, and thon also} But instead of this simplicity and entire depend. 
shalt give no hire any more.” lence on God, who only is able to raise ap, qualify, 
Wherc the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty jand send forth instruments in his service, without 
Without the possession of this Spirit, Christian | the wisdom of the world, the sérip of the seribe, 
: b |prayer of the Pharisee, or the purse of Cesar, to 
* Itis from this souree evil has its origin, and | gather souls to the fold of Christ, you make the 
will continue to annoy the buman race until they |. ..14 resound with thaSeiee of your | - 
hear the voice of the Spirit in their own hearts, , r a 
and obey its dictates ; “for they that hear (so as|°4"'P- furnish, and qualify men for missionary un- 
to obey) shall live.” |dertakings, and who, hy the bye, hiss and sneer at 
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the only qualifigation by which they or any one | 
else can availingly labour for the good of souls, | 

» wit, immediate Divine inspiration. 

Without this gift of the Holy Ghost, with all the 
orld to your assistance, your christianizing will 
ein the name and nature of antichrist ; because 
there are but these two spirits. The former you | 
isclaim, and by the latter you are actuated, ac- 
ding t6 your own confessions. 

This opens the mystery of all your deceptions, 
oth to yourselves and others. You will observe, 
j do not confine it to any sect or denomination, 
tut particularly to that individual, whatever his 





yofession may be, and societies, of whatever de- 
j ) 


nomination, that reject this enly qualification in} 
the least, as well as in the greatest service of| 
the Lord, and go forth according to the rudiments | 
of the world. The language of the martyr Ste-| 
plen to the self-righteous Jews, may weil apply to! 
these; “Ve stiff-necked and uncircumcised in 
heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost, 
as your fathers did so do ye.” Who is the father! 
of such as gainsay the heavenly vision? Is not an-| 
tichrist? And which of the prophets has he not per-| 
secuted ? And which of the martyrs has he not put 
to death, from Abel to Abdallah ?* 

This loud cry for money, food and raiment, and 
receiving from every source, even from infidels 
and paupers, assistance for christianizing, is very 
different from the spirit and practice of the apos- 
But no marvel that this should be the case, 
Then these 


tles 
if it be from the impulse of antichrist. 
temporal things are the proper stimulants to prompt 
the carnal man to action. No longer pipe—no 
longer dance. No longer pray—no longer preach. 
Stop the stipends—then what becomes of the love 
of God, and good of souls? Are they not left to 
perish for the want of money ? What a most inva- 
luable thing money has got to be! Does it not 
seem that missionaries and their coadjutors would 
make it instead of the gospel, the power of God 
unto salvation ? 

Dissenters could once ridicule the idea that mo- 
ney among Catholics could absolve sins and re- 
deem souls from purgatory, &c. Do they not now 
make it the great power of God? Instead of im- 
mediate Divine inspiration, money must commence 
and consummate the qualifications of gospel mi- 
nisters, and by the means of these very money 
gospellers, souls are to be saved, according to this 
doctrine. See Lyman Beecher’s Address, published 
in favour of educating indigeut young men for the 
ministry. 

“ Thou, therefore, that teachest another, teach- 
est thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man 
should not steal, dost thou steal 2” Rom. ii. 21. 


* Look over Christendom, ye that mourn, and 
see the millions that have been slain, and the thou- 
sands that are taken captive by the power of anti- 
christ, under the profession of Christianity, in the 
appearance of an angel of light, but not of love, 
and mingle with me the tear of sympathetic feel- 


| die.” 


o9 


It may be objected that money does not com- 
mence nor consummate the qualification of a gos- 
pe! minister; but that it is a peculiar gift and call 
of God, not after the order of a garnal command- 
ment, but by the power of an endless life ; and 
that money is necessary to purchase such literary 
accomplishments that this power caanot supply 
nor the minister be so useful without. 

According to this objection, if money does not 
begin, yet it is confessed to be the finishing stroke ; 
and it is hardly possible for any to make this con- 
clusion but such as make gold their God, and rea- 
dy money their religion. What! grant that God 
must begin the work, but that gold is most power- 
ful, and only able to finish it! 

See the thirst manifested, and the spirit breath- 
ed, for gold, throughout the whole of Lyman 
Beecher’s address—“ From all parts of the land, 
(he says) the cry ascends, Give us ministers, or we 
And ia every feature of his address is por- 
trayed, GIVE US MONEY, THAT THEY (the 
ministers) MAY BE MADE!!! 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 
(To be concluded in our nezt.) 
—E 
For tne Gosprt HEeRacp. 


LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON, 
LETTER 1. 


My dear H. 

As I have no reason to doubt your confidence 
in my statements, so I have no foundation for in- 
dulging the supposition, that you will neglect to 
read with due attention, and with some profit, what 
i shall write for your instruction. 

To say, that the knowledge of the designs of the 
Creator towards the created, is of all informa- 
tion the most important, is but to echo the fact 
which every believer fp a future state of existence 
must know to be a truth ; but it is nevertheless a 
truth which seems to have but little effect in the 
world. The ideas of God, which are most fre- 
quently and zealously instilled into the minds of 
children, more frequently lead tiem to say, Depart 
from us, we desire not the knowledge of thy ways, 
than to incite them to acquaint themselves with 
God, and be at peace. Some, however, trusting 
to the interposition of those who claim to be fa- 
vourites of Deity, acquire some knowledge of the 
systems of men, and enjoy a m@asure of peace, 
corresponding with their ideas of God’s unmerited 
favour towards them, or their credit with the 
Almighty for good works performed, or for a some - 
thing believed. 

I shall now endeavour to give you some account 
of my life, up to the present time, as far as religi- 
ous opinions are concerned, and leave you to make 
the comments. 

I hardly need to inform you that I inherited a 
considerable share of sensibility ; and you will ea- 
sily believe, that it was frequently tortured while 





iug for the desolation of Zion 


sitting under the preaching of my paternal grand- 
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father, who was fully initiated into the mysteries | they were so absolutely necessary. that Cod coy: 
of Jobn Calvin's unmerciful Gosret. 
ed to be sincere—no one doubted his honesty—| Wishing you hearing ears, and an understand, 
and as he studied dirinily under those who had | heart, I remain, 7 
Jearnt of others, who could trace their principles | 
as far back as to the murderer of Servetus, few had | 
the temerity to doubt his orthodoxy. Among the | 
few, however, | was one. 


He appear-| not save us without them. 


Your affectionate Father, 
MENTOR 
Albany, Nov. } 
—=— 
In early youth, I was taught not to accredit, on} For rae Gosre: Herarp. 

the ipse dixit of any man, any important princi-| As the Editor of a paper, called the Gospel ii, 
ple, unless it appeared self-evident, or was fairly} rald, does not appear to understand the differencs 
to be deduced from premisses which were incon-| between che Bidle and the word of God, aud ha 
trovertible, and no exception to this rule was made | acensed me of deistical sentiments, in consequene 
in favour of religious creeds. Still, however, the | of his ignorance, I will endeavour to inform bin 
continual repetition of this tormenting doctrine | of what most antichristians seem to be ignorant — 
had its effect ; for in early life, in particular, the | It is copied from a book called “ Christ's Secon 
passions are much easier a‘Tected than the under-| Appearing,” Part viii. chap. x—May the sincer 


standing. In particular, | recoilect the impression 
made on my mind through their influence, when 
about six years old. The scarlet fever laid me so 
low, that little hope remained of my recovery— 
the clothes were prepared to enshroud my body 
in the grave, and the tortures of my mind were 
beyond the power of languagé to describe. 1 had 


profit by its perusal. 

“ Those books collected into one, under the tj 
tle of The Holy Scriptures, are so called from thei 
being written by holy men, who were moved by 
They contain an account of tix 
Spirit by which the writers thereof were inspired 
but they do not contain that Spirit itself. They 


the Holy Ghost. 


heard tell of infants in endless tomments not a span | Contain a true record of the promis. of eternal / f 


Jong, and my situation was indeed dreadful. I 
could look to any other source than to my Maker, 
with some prospect of pity—and I conceived Him 
whose name and nature is Leve, as the only being 
in existence fotally void of heavenly charity. 

After my recovery, the tortures of mind through 
which I had passed, were for a short time my mo- 
nitor ; and I determined in future so to conduct as 
to make God my friend. But alas! I soon found, 
that if any were eventually lost, it was by a stern 
decree, established antecedent to creation, and un- 
til sure that Deity had determined in his favour, 
vo one had a right to look for any thing from him, 
save pure, unalloyed, never-ending misery. 

At about fifteen years old, I was put to a trade 
with a member of a Calvinistic church, whose ca- 
price, and diabolic conduct, was a strong comment 
on the faith which he prpfessed. Being in a city, 
I had an opportunity to hear speakers of different 
denominations, professing to believe diyersely, but 
ending in the same conclusions. 

After completing the stipylated time, my desire 
for travelling Jed me into various places, and mix- 
ed companies, Where | enjoyed frequent opportu- 
nities of hearing the different opinions of men on 
religious subjects ; and I confess that I was not a 
little astonished on ascertaining the fact, that all 
whom 1 had heard, and with whom I had conver- 
sed, agreed at least in one point, whatever might 
be the premisses on which their conclusions were 
founded. 

I learnt by John Calvin, that God forced people 
to sin, “and therefore to sin, that they might just/y 
be punished.” On the other hand, the Arminian 
maintained, that good works were unavailing in 
the matter of our justijicatian before God, but that 





| but that eternal life is not in the Scriptures, but in 


the Son of God. 
el 

They contain a true account of the law of God, but 

nor “the law of the 


This is proved by John v. 39, 40 


Seripture is not that law: 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” written in the heart 
according to the promise of God by Jeremiah, cb. 
xxxi, 33. They contain an account of the gospel oi 
Christ, but they are not that gospel itself: for « the 
gospel is the power of God to salvation to every 
one that believeth” in that power.* The Scrip- 
tures contain a true account of the Word, in difier- 
ent ages, but the Scriptures themselves are nut 
that Word. When the Woid of God came to 
Abraham, Moses, or any of the prophets, it was 
not the Bible that came to them; but “ the word 
of God, which is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword ; and which is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart: 
and this cannot be said of the Scriptures. The 
word is incorruptible, and liveth and abideth for 
ever; but the Bible is not incorruptible ; nor doth 
it live and abide for ever. Therefore they are 
greatly deceived, who imagine that the Scriptures 
are the word of God. The Scriptures contain an 
account of the word of God in different ages, and 
the sayings of wicked men ; the sayings of true 
and false prophets ; of honest men and hypocrites 
&c. and who can be so blind as to imagine, that 
all this record of good and evil, can either be the 
word of God, or a rule of faith and practice? I 
must be granted by all, that the Spirit which did 
inspire the matter of the Sacred Writings, is great- 
er than the writings: wis therefore the living and 
true guide into all truth. What greater deception 


* Consequently it is, to unbelievers, a savour of 
death unto death, agreeably to 2 Cor. ii 16 
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id antichrist possibly impose on mankind, in 
i rto blind their eyes to the true revelation of 
: J than to pretend, that “the Seriptures of the 
fgou, av 


‘id and New Testaments are the only rule to direct 


Because the prophet Ezekiel was command- 


as! , 2 
j to prepare his bread with dung, is this a univer- 


cal rule for others? Nothing but the antichristian 
doctrine, that God died, could ever have given oc- 
asin to the blind error of the world, that the 
pible was his last will and testament ; and that the 
J ests were his executors and administrators, &c.” 

The preceding will serve to defend Philotheus 
from unjust aspersions, misnomers, &c. cast on 
vim by the Editor in his 50th Number of the Ist 
Vol. of the Gospel Herald. 

{hat the Editor and others may learn what 
anticbrist is, I shall inquire— 

Who is an antichrist? or what is he? 

Inswer—“ The word anti-christ, (anti-christos, 

e. against Christ) was first used by the apostles. 

he term was originally intended to apply parti- 
calarly to such as, under a pretence of acting in 
the name of Christ, acted with a spirit directly 
wainst the Spirit of Christ. John expressly says, 
| Join ii. 18. “Even now there are many anti- 
christs;" that is, There are many who profess 
Christ, but do not pessess him; who own him in 
words, but deny him in works ; who talk about the 
spirit, but walk after the flesh, and “confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is that 
spirit of Antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
‘iould come, and even now already is it in the 
world.” 1 John iv. Paul describes the antichristian 
teachers, (2 Tim. iii. 7.) as “having a form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof ;’—they pro- 
fess they know God, (Tit. i. 11.) but in works they 
deny bim.” 

John, who outlived all the other apostles, saw 
the increase and fruits of these false teachers, and 
was very particular in his testimony against them. 
His epistles, which were written near the close of 
the first century, appear to have been written for 
the purpose of distinguishing between the follow- 
ers of Christ and antichrist. Hence so much is 
said in the first epistle to establish that fundamen- 
tal truth, that the followers of Christ do not com- 
mit sia. “ Little children, let no man deceive you; 
he that doeth righteousness is righteous ; even as 
he is righteous. Whosoever abideth in him sinneth 
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, nei- 
ther known him,” 1 John iii. “ He that commit- 
teth sin is of the devil— Whosoever is born of 
God doth not commit sin —In this the children of 
God are manifest, and the children of the devil.— 
Whosoever doeth not righteousness ia not of God. 
—Hereby we know, that he (Jesus Christ) abideth 
in us, by the spirit which he hath given us —He 
that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, 
(Christ) and he (Christ) in him,” who keeps his 
commandments. The whole of this epistle shows 
plainly, that Christ was in his true followers, and 
‘hey in him; and consequently, that the only true 
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God and eternal life was manifested in the flech, as 
visible and real in them, as formerly in Jesus, the 
first begotten from the dead. These false teachers 
denied Christ's being in the flesh ; and instead of 
denying the flesh, they denied both the.Father and 
Son. 


2 Jebn. “Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath both the Father andthe Son.” If there come 
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your (Gr. vikian) family, neither bid 
him rejoice.” “ For many deceivers are entered 
into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ 
is (not was) come in the flesh.” ([> Mark this 
well—“ This is a deceiver and antichrist.” 2 Joba 
&e. 

If the Editor does not feel this, I am sorry for 
| the hardness of his heart ; 


7; 


the apostle being direct 
ily at war with the Editor's doctrines, that Paul, 
| Peter, James, John, &c. were the chief of sinners 
They were born of God, and did not commit sin 
They were of God, and did righteousness. They 
Though 
they had sinned, they did not continue to sin; but 
in love fulfilled the law ; and manifested their love 
to Christ, by keeping his commandments. ‘They 
abode in Christ, and cousequently sitned not “- 
They were known from the antichristian by their 
good works and fruits, which was the criterion that 
Jesus gave to distinguish Christians from antichris- 
tians, in Matt. xxiv. Mark xiii. Luke xxi. Is not he 
“a perverse disputer—a man of-cogrupt mind, and 
destitute of the truth, proud, knowing nothing— 
doting about strifes of words,” (1 Tim. vi. 4, 5.) 
who disputes these assertions of the holy, loving 
apostle ? who acknowledges Christ in words, but 
denies him in works; who calls good works out of 
their name ; and declares them to be filthy rags of 
self-righteousness ; and who denies that Jesus Chriet 
is now come in the flesh of his saints that keep his 
commandments ; the saints thereby proving they 
are true disciples, who tove him, because they 
keep his commandments, and possess as well as 
profess Jesus Christ; and confess that Jesus Christ 
is come, and is in them, while his blood (spiritual 
blood) cleanses them from all sin. 

To this, Antichrist (for the devil perverted Serip- 
ture to tempt Jesus) answers, that John says, “ If 
we say, we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.” Whom does the word we 
comprehend ? No doubt we was intended to be ap- 
|plied, not to saints, but to the unrighteous ; to 
whom he rhetorically, in a figure of speech, uni 
ted himself. Orators have frequently done this, 
without really intending to be understood just as 
they speak, any more “than irony is to be uader- 
stuod according tu the just expression. Ali the 
rest of his epistles and writings tend evidently to 
prove, he did not intend to compreleud himself 
aor the saints in this familiar kine of phraseology 
| And it is unjust to construe him so as to contradict 
|so many other passages of Scripture 


were not of the devil, committing sin. 
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The Sth and 6th paragraphs are also copied from 
a work called“ Christ's Secood Appearing,” part 3. 
ebap. 1. and as they may serve as an antidote to 
‘he antichristian doctrine of some Rellyan Univer- 
salists, I present them to the readers of a paper 
called The Gospel Herald ; though the gospel, as 
well as Jesus Christ, is called “ The power of God 
to salvation to every one that believeth” in it, or 
in him ; but not so to him that believeth not. 

If objections are wade to any word or phrase, 
as not admissible, the Editor may alter them, but 


tures by His prophets and apostles, we should her. 
We think, to a rations 
inind devoid of prejudice, this matter can be egs, 
ly and satisfactorily settled. We unhesitatingly sub 
jmit the following, as an infalible guide in our x 
cepting or rejecting for truth or error, every sep; 
ment, principle, and declaration, from Whateye; 
source it may proceed beside the Inspired Writings 


been ignorant of them. 





|namely, the testimony or evidence on which they 
,are founded, and depend for support. . 
jmad men would reject the testimony of twenty me, 


None by 


. . . ' 7 bs 
not the purport, including the alteration in brock- ; of acknowledged veracity, and aceept the testime 


ets. Ihave never denied, and now profess, my 
belief that the Bible is true ; but because I don't 
helieve the texts as he does, he called me heretic, 
infidel, &c. and threatened to reject my communi- 
cations. He ought to be abashed at such unchris- 


|ny of ene man, ot whom they, and all with whon, 


they were conversant, were unacquainted. Thy 
prophets and apostles of God, gave evidence of the 
truth of their declarations, and proved the it insp- 


ration by the miracles they wrought. Now let, 


tian conduct. His saying I prefer the opinions of | man come forward and work miracles in defence 
nen to the Bible, or my own assertions to Divine | of his character, and to establish his reputation, anj 
inspiration, or any thing of this nature, is a mis-| prove his authority, which shall be as far beyon! 
take of his own, which I defyhim or any one else | the natural powers of man to effect, as was their 
‘o prove ; And I am fully persuaded he is more, and | and we then will acknowledge his superior prerug 


much more of an infidel, antichristian, &c. than I 
um. Jam sorry I have occasions to notice such 
perversions, misrepresentations, personal abuses, 
&ec. If L were to treat him as he does his corres- 
pondents, he would think, and would have good rea- 
son to think me, to be, what he says he is himself, 
one of the chief of sinners, &. Wishing he would 


attend to the golden rule, I think he will hear no 


more from me ; for his promise to me that he would | 


‘act more like a christian,’ is not fulfilled. A chris- 
tian is a gentle-man and a gentleman. 
PHILOTHEUS. 
REMARKS. 

We are heart-sick of hearing the Pharisaic song 
of the creature's goodness! We do in sincerity de- 
clare, that Philotheus, with all his washing and cir- 
cumlegytion, is the same poor sinner still. Let us 
hear more of the Wisdom, Goodness, and Love, of 
God ; and less of the “ filthy rags” of the creature ! 

The quotation introduced by Philotheus from a 
book, entitled “Christ's Second Appearing,” in a 
qualified sense may be very’correct ; and we are not 
disposed to disprove reason and truth from whatev- 
er quarter it may come ; but, when human opinions 
are foisted in for premisses, and the Scriptures of 
Inspiration made a mere stalking-horse for their 
conglusions, we are disposed to find fault in earn- 
est. We believe the Word of God is the Son of 
God ; and that the preaching of this Word, is em- 
phatically preaching Christ, the Lord Jesus. We 
do not consider the paper or the ink, of which the 
Bible is composed, visible to our natural vision, as 
the Scriptures, in any other sense, than we consid- 
er the printed letters, &c. in Philotheus’s commu- 
nication his sentiments and declarations. But, if 
Philotheus had not com:nunicated his sentiments, 
&e. through this medium, we should have been ut- 
terly ignorant that he possessed, or cherished them. 

If God had not communicated his sentiments and 
declarations to us threugh the medium of the Scrip- 


| ative over other men ; but should he teach another 


doctrine from what the prophets and apostles tang}: 
we should ascribe his inspiration and supernatur 
powers to another source trum theirs. ‘This, how 
ever, has never happened ; and we venture to pr 
dict never will. 

Philotheus aks, “ What greater deception cou\i 
antichrist possibly impose on mankind, in order t 
blind their eyes to the true revelation of God, tha: 
to pretend that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments are the only rule to direct us,"&e. Wi 
answer — Much greater. Look at them! [7 | 
pretend that “ Calvin's Institutes—Hopkins’s Sy:- 
tem of Doctrines—Barclay’s Apolegy, with other 
Arminian productions, aad last, though not leas 
the delusive cheating of a man's own corrupt heer! 
and imagination, impiously styled the Spirit of God 
and pretend that “ We do well to believe the wri 
tings of the prophels and apostles, who believed the 
teachings of God's Spirit without a medium, « 
Abraham did, but, we do MUCH BETTER to be 
lieve the immediate word or revelation of the Lord, 
himself, whenever he speaks to us, immediately 
or in the centre or boltom of our souls.” * Paul de- 
claves, Ephes. ii. 20—22. Now therefore, (where- 
fore? Please to read the preceding part of this 
chap.) ye are built upon the foundation of the apos 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being th 
chief eorner; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth up unto an hely temple in th 
Lord. (Not in the sinful creature here.) In whom y' 
also were builded together for an habitation of Go! 
through the Spirit.” Not throngh, nor in yourselve 

Again. 1 Cor. iii. 11. “ For other foundation c* 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Chris! 

Jesus Christ is all our theme ; we will have © 
other foundation. “To Him gave all! the prop’ 
witness.” For they testified of the restitution of oi 
things by hin ! 








* See Phaiatheus's communication. Voli Ne 4 
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iiseighth paragraph, would have it, 
antichrist would quote John’s 
“Iiwe say we have no sin, 


Pyiluteus i 
none but 
claration, &e, that 
_ deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.’ 
ol! answer his miscrable sophistry by quotirg 
Ecclesiastes vii. 20.” For there is not a 


West 
kewise, 
pon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth 
.’ James iii. 2. “For in many things we 
fond all.” “John “And he is the 
siation for our sins; and not for ours only, 

. also for the whole world.” See Rom. vii. 
25. In particular 21—23. “I find then a 
ve that when I would do good, evil is present 
th me. For Udelight inthe law of God after the 
award man. But Isee another law inmy members 

ring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
- into captivity to the law of sin which is in my 
We think there is consistency in the 
scriptures. Christ declared, that he would send 
he Holy Spirit or comforter, “who should reprove 
«world of sin becaase they believe not in me.” 
Imes savs, “ Of his own will begat he us with 
» word of truth,” &e. Therefore, those who are 


yt man u 
s 
ii. 2 


embers.” 


is begotten, or as John expresses it born of Gods 
enpbatieally sin not this sin of unbelief; and the 
ied u is given, because the seed (truth) remaineth 

them. “ Whosoever abideth in him, (continues 
e faith) sinneth not.” H@ does not deny 
sim. “ Whosoever sinneth (whosever does not 
velieve in bim) hath not seen him, neither knows 
sim.” “He that committeth sin is of" the devil.” 
He denies that we have any life in the Son of God. 
kemember, that the Devil is the father of les. 


th 
{b 


Philothens says, “‘ The whole of this epistle shows 
plainly that Christ was in his true followers, and 
ney in him; and consequently, that the only true 
sod and eternal life was manifested in the flesh, 
: visible and real in them, as formerly in Jesus 
the first begotten from the dead.” Reader, this 
‘the very essence of Pharisaism. Let us exam- 
Philotheus is without sin. “ The only 
ru God and eternal life is as visible and real in 
im, as formerly in Jesus the first begotten from 
the dead.” Christ declared “formerly,” that 

i power in heaven and in earth was given un- 
\o him. As the Father hath life in himself, so hath 
he given unto the Son to have life in himself —I 
have power to lay down my life, and power to 
‘uke itup again.” Is Philotheus thus qualified ? 
Paul declared of Christ, “formerly,” that “in him 
iwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Does 
‘he fulness of God dwell in Philotheus? But we 
iorvear. We believe nothing short of the grossest 
snorance, insanity, or hypocrisy, could make 
iese declarations, which are repugnant to Scrip- 
‘ure, reason and experience, and ap unexampled 
utrage upon common sense. We advise Philo- 
heus, in meekness and sincerity, “not to think 
more highly of himself than he ought.” To re- 
nember that he is a sinner, asafl his fathers were ; 


ne this. 


ind that if he has been restrained by the grace of! 


‘od from eommitting as many aed great crimes 
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las some others may have committed, that a 


knowledge of his own heart, divested of his foolish 


opinions of his perfection and holiness, will serve 
to enhance in his estimation the goodness of God 
| towards him ; lower himself in his estimation, and 
lexalt his neighbour, whom he is bound to lore as 
himself, to an equality and share with him, of the 
mercies and blessings of our common Father, for 
all his children are brethren, in the life which is 
treasured up in Christ Jesus, our once crucified, 
but now ascended and triumphant Lord! 

To conclude ; we are sorry to have occasion to 
remark, that a man who professes to possess in 
himself such great accomplishments and christian 
virtues, in so infinite a quantity, should make so 
little use of them as he did in his last paragraph. 
| But little could be expected from us; and Philo- 
theus, according to the estimation in which he 
views us, ought rather to congratulate himself on 
escaping from a torrent of abuse and evil treat- 
ment, instead of finding fault, and justifying our 
conduct, by setting a worse example himself! For 
ourselves we have nothing to boast of. What lit- 
ile we may possess, is the unmerited gift of God ; 
and we glory in this, that the time is coming 
when “all shall know him, from the least unte 
the greatest.” 

Note. Philotheus concludes his sixth paragraph 
thus :—‘ For many deceivers are entered into the 
world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is (not 
was) come in the flesh ;"—{[P mark this well,” &e 
We shall mark this well! His ground is, that John 
spoke in the present tense, instead of the past. We 
inform Philotheus, that the words is and was, would 
be synonymous terms if used in this passage; and 
that John could not have confined himself to the 
present tense, consistently with the connexion, if 
he had tried! Had John made usesof the future 
tense, it would have been “ marked well ;” as it 
wasoris, it wasorisnot “ marked” at all!!! Try his 
rule. Inthe verse preceding ; (2 Epis. John i. 6.) 
“ And this is love—this is the commandment,” &c. 
According to Philotheus, we are not to suppose, 
that what John spoke of as love, or the command- 
ment, was love, ora commandment before. Away 
with such trifting. 

a 
From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 
TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 


Two clergymen of different denominations, were 
a few years since in company, when one, with a 
deep sigh, (which will perbaps be more readily 
understood than described) demanded of the other 
whether he held to total depravily. ‘I cannottell,” 
resumed the other, “until I know what that doc- 
trine is.” Why, rejoined the first, we hold that 
mankind from their birth, are totally depraved, and 
deserving to be seat inst to bell. “ What!— 
from their birth ?—innoce deserve tobe sent 
to hell? For what?” For original sin, and their 
total depravity. They are not innocent; there is 
not a spark of goodness in them ; they are as wick- 
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ed as the devil, aecording to their abilities. “O then, 
is it 90," said the other, “ well this will be of some 
service in reading the Seviptures ;—where Christ 
says, Ex ye be converted and become like little 
children, ye shail not enter into the kingdom of heav- 
en, we are to understand that, except we are con- 
verted and become like litt/e devils, we stall not en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven! And in other pla- 
ces, that Christ jaid his hands on ligle devils and 
blessed them, and said, “of sueh is the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shall humbie him- 
self as a little devil, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A elergyman in conversation with one of our 
brethren, observed, that people in this life formed 
characters for eternity; and that as death found 
them, they would always remain; then groaning 
deeply, Sir, said he, [ wonld ask you what must be 
the condition of a poor man in my neighbourhood | 
who died while he was dead drunk? To this our 
brother replied; if, as you say, there is no change 
after death, he must continue dead drank to all | 
eternity —Ibid. 





— ' 

APT Re TORT. 

Not long since, a rigid clergyman of the Calvin- 
istic order, happening to overhear one of his pa- 


ris!:ioners, who was somewhat enraged with a, : , ; 
| Her torch ghe fires, which bright with heav aly | 


brother, use many profane expressions, and among 


then, the words “damn you,” very frequeutly, | 
began to expostulate with him on the sin and, 
heinousness of the offence, when the other taunt-. 
ingly replied, “ J only damn this one man, while | 


you damn tio thirds of the human race.”—Ibid. 
——- 


Calvinists, versus Arminians. 

At a recent convivial party of the disciples of 
Calvin and Arminius, in this city, an aged Calvin- 
istic preacher remarked, that harmony and union 
among the different religious sects, was a very de- 
sirable thing; and turning to a young Arminian 
preacher, observed—you are a young man, and it 
is presumed you have not examined the matter at 
large, and would, were you better acquainted with 
the merits of our doctrine, give it a decided pre- 
ference, &c. He then, with a view to illustrate 
his doctrine, and prove its excellency and reason- 
ableness, quoted a passage where the word world 
occurred in connexion with the atonement of 
Christ, and declared that the word world meant 
the elect. “ Well,” said the Arminian, “ we will 
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From the London Unirersalist's Miscellany 
WRITTEN AT AN INN. 
By the late Doctor Horne, Bishop of Norwics 
Tar world is like an inn, for there, 
Men call, and storm, and drink, and sWear 
While undisturb'd a Christian waits, 
And reads, and writes, and meditates 


Tho’ in the dark oft times I stray, 
The Lord shall light me on my way, 
And to the city of the sun, 

Conduct me when my journey’s done 


Then by these eyes shall he be seen, 
Who sojourn'’d for me in an inn; 
On Sion Hill, I those shall bail, 
From whom I parted in the vale 


Why am I heavy then, and sad, 
When thoughts like these shodld make yw 
glad? 
Muse then no more on things below, 
Arise my soul !—and let us go. 
a 

If solid truth, tho’ unadorn‘d, preside, 
And own our tenets ; let the world deride, 
If she approve, whilst snarling cynics rage, 
And pour their venom'd spleen on ev ry page 
With matchless f§rce she pours her treth aroun! 
Whilst sophists hear, and tremble at the sound; 


light, : 
Shews all the various schemes of wrong and 


right, 
And points that center, where ail jars unite 
—<— 
HUMAN FRAILTY 

Weak and irresolute is man ; 
The purpose of to-day, 

Woven with pains into his plan, 
To-morrow rehds away. 


Bound on a voyage of awful length 
And dangers little known, 

A stranger to superior strength, 
Man vainly trusts his own. 


But oars alone can ne'er prevail, 
To reach the distant coast ; 
The breath of ikeav’n must swell the sail, 
Or all the toil is lost. Cowper 
+ are = = 
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All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publicatinn in th» 
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admit that the words worid and eleci, are converti- 
ble terms, and you having confessed, that a con- 
siderable part of the world will be lost endlessly, 
where, on your premises, is the security of your 
elect 2” 

Now we have a to say on this matter— 
Christ came to “ save the world ;” if he failed of 
effecting his object, where is the security of your 
wwerld ? 
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